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room, in the lobby, etc*, than actually in the deliberative
assembly*

It may be that this indifference of the members to the
proceedings is due to the admitted fact that there are so
few interesting speeches to listen to* There are so pre-
ciously few good speakers, it is said, and most speeches
read better in print than when heard in the chamber*
This is why the Press Gallery is so essential an institution
to the House* As the Speaker, Mr* Lowther, confessed,
the members of the Press Gallery put into readable shape
the sentences which fell from the lips of members* They
were not so perfectly framed as they ought to be, and if
they appeared as delivered, they would form humorous,
if not very literal literature !

This is the opinion of the present Speaker whd entered
the House of Commons thirty-six years ago* This
(1919) being his fifteenth year in the chair he said he had
heard 35,840 speeches, and he thought it a marvel that
he had survived such a volume of oratory ! At a recent
annual dinner (May 1919) of the Parliamentary Press"
Gallery held in one of the rooms of the House of Commons,
Mr* Lowther indulged in some reminiscences, which seem
to shed considerable sidelight on Parliamentary life and
habits* He said that in the old days before the Press
Gallery, the Pressmen used to write the members'
speeches, and he believed Dr* Johnson composed far more
speeches than he ever heard 1 He was bound to confess
that reports of Parliamentary speeches did not form any
part of his light reading, and when he wanted to indulge
in works of fiction he looked to other sources than reports
of speeches in their modern House of Commons* The